THE POMPEII OF AMERICA              93
Possibly every member of the race was destroyed
by the blasting heat, the poisonous gases and the
blinding dust emitted by the volcano. But the chances
are that many escaped, for at the temple site there
are no indications that ashes or dust fell on that spot.
Undoubtedly, also, those who may have survived,
finding their gods powerless to help them, took
refuge in flight. No doubt they had canoes upon
the near-by rivers, and some probably pushed off in
these while others may have fled by foot to north or
south., Scattered far and wide, they may have re-
verted to primitive savagery and have completely
forgotten their past culture and their identity as they
mingled with other races.
But, on the other hand, they may have carried
their culture with them, and in other lands and
among other races they may have increased and pros-
pered and built up new cultures and even civilizations
which, though distinct in many ways, yet showed the
influence of the arts and culture of Code. There
are various valid and logical reasons for suspecting
this, and, in other chapters, I shall mention them in
detail